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A.	  	  	  Basic	  Information	  about	  the	  City	  of	  Ureshino	  	  
	  	  in	  Saga	  Prefecture,	  Kyushu	  Island,	  Japan	  

Kyushu	  九州 is	  one	  of	  the	  four	  major	  islands	  of	  Japan.	  It	  is	  situated	  at	  the	  	  
south	  western	  region	  of	  the	  Archipelago.	  It	  is	  close	  to	  the	  Korean	  	  
Peninsula,	  separated	  by	  the	  Korean	  Strait.	  

Saga	  Prefecture	  佐賀県 	  is	  the	  smallest	  prefecture	  on	  Kyushu,	  and	  is	  located	  	  
in	  the	  northern	  region,	  with	  coastlines	  running	  along	  the	  Genkai	  Sea	  and	  	  
the	  Tsushima	  Strait	  in	  the	  north	  and	  the	  Ariake	  Sea	  in	  the	  south.	  To	  the	  north,	  	  
the	  Saga	  Prefecture	  shares	  a	  border	  with	  the	  Fukuoka	  Prefecture;	  and	  to	  	  
the	  southwest	  with	  Nagasaki	  Prefecture.	  

Saga	  Prefecture	  has	  10	  cities,	  one	  of	  which	  is	  Ureshino	  City.	  

Ureshino	  City嬉野市 is	  located	  in	  the	  western	  part	  of	  Saga	  Prefecture.	  Its	  	  
population	  is	  declining	  –	  the	  October	  1995	  census	  recorded	  a	  population	  of	  	  
32,389,	  but	  in	  the	  October	  2010	  census,	  it	  only	  registered	  28,984.	  	  In	  October	  	  
2014,	  its	  population	  was	  estimated	  at	  27,649.	  	  However,	  this	  year	  there	  are	  signs	  	  
of	  stabilising	  around	  28,000,	  as	  more	  young	  people	  are	  moving	  into	  the	  Island	  of	  	  
Kyushu.	  In	  fact	  the	  population	  of	  the	  Saga	  Prefecture	  has	  been	  declining	  since	  	  
2007,	  as	  the	  aged	  population	  is	  increasing.	  This	  is	  found	  to	  be	  a	  demographic	  	  
trend	  in	  Japan.	  Those	  over	  75	  years	  were	  found	  to	  be	  12.2%	  of	  the	  prefecture’s	  	  
population,	  which	  was	  higher	  than	  the	  national	  figure	  of	  9.9%	  in	  2007.	  	  
(Source:	  Ministry	  of	  Internal	  Affairs	  and	  Communication,	  “Population	  Estimates	  	  
2007”.)	  

In	  spite	  of	  the	  ageing	  problems	  Japan	  is	  facing,	  there	  is	  exciting	  news	  arising	  	  
from	  the	  City	  of	  Ureshino.	  This	  urban	  area	  is	  blessed	  with	  high	  quality	  hot	  springs	  	  
along	  the	  Shiota-‐Gawa	  river	  basin.	  Consequently,	  there	  are	  many	  Japanese	  style	  	  
inns,	  known	  as	  Ryokan旅館 ,	  with	  hot	  spring	  facilities	  attracting	  many	  foreign	  	  
visitors.	  These	  tourists	  enjoy	  the	  medical	  facility	  it	  offers.	  Ureshino	  is	  a	  centre	  for	  	  
agricultural	  industry;	  the	  river	  basin	  is	  also	  well	  known	  for	  its	  tea,	  rice	  and	  wheat	  	  
plantations.	  The	  urban	  development	  and	  management	  strategy	  of	  Ureshino	  is	  now	  focusing	  on	  the	  local	  resources,	  
especially	  in	  the	  areas	  of	  agricultural	  industries,	  hot	  springs	  and	  Ryokan	  Inns	  services,	  high	  quality	  ceramic	  and	  
porcelain	  production	  and	  the	  development	  of	  the	  Shinkansen	  Bullet	  Train	  Station	  scheduled	  to	  start	  operations	  in	  
2022.	  	  Ureshino	  will	  grow	  into	  a	  vibrant	  city.	  	  	  Eds.	  
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B.    Special Report on the EAROPH 2015 Regional Seminar and EAROPH ExCo 
Meeting held at Ureshino on 1-3 June 2015 
By Dr. Hirohide Konami, Member of the Regional Seminar Working 
Committee; Director General, Institute of Land Policy; Executive Committee 
Member of EAROPH-Japan National Chapter; and EAROPH Council and  
ExCo Member. 

Main Theme:  Planning and Housing focused on Local Resources 
Sub-Theme (1): Human Settlement – Ecology and Environment 
Sub-Theme (2): Health and Tourism 
Sub-Theme (3): Infrastructure and Development 

B-1.   PARTICIPANTS ATTENDING THESE EAROPH EVENTS 
The number of participants attended this EAROPH Regional Seminar was 292, comprising 37 
from overseas, and 255 from Japan, including 100 local high school students. Overseas 
participants were from Australia, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, Thailand and 
the Philippines. 

B-2.   DAY-1 MORNING SITE VISIT 
          To Local Tea Production Industries  
In the morning, participants were taken to the Tea 
Production Training Center. Participants learned how 
teas are grown, produced and artistically wrapped in 
beautifully designed and printed cloth. The top left photograph 
depicts EAROPH President Hermanto Dardak’s delight in 
successfully printed a tea wrapping cloth. The top right photograph 
shows the modern Ureshino process of tea production to the 
conference participants. Participants also visited a local tea 
plantation (bottom photo on the right). 

B-3.   ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON URESHINO TEAS 
The 300 year-old Tea Tree standing at Mt. Fudou in Ureshino City 
History has it that around 1651 a Samurai named Yoshimura Shinbey cleared the forest  
on Mt. Fudou in Ureshino town for tea cultivation. Because of the region’s mild climatic  
conditions, a tea industry flourished and Ureshino became a tea production centre in Japan. 

A “Tea Tree” some 300 years old spanning more than 80m across its diameter was found  
standing next to a memorial stone of Yoshimura Shinbey, as the Father of Ureshino Tea.  
It is now a National Historical Treasure of Japan. (See photo on the right.)   Eds. 

                             Source: http://www.japanesegreenteashops.com/teahistory.html 
Hizen Boutique Black Tea 
Ureshino City in Saga Prefecture is becoming a centre for boutique black tea such as Tama Ryokucha and Oolong. 
Japan does not have a tradition of making black tea; consequently its annual production in Ureshino is less than 1%. 
However, in view of this area’s technology and recent customers’ strong interest, the region’s finest tealeaves have 
led to the increasing production of fine Japanese black tea. 

Credit must go to tea grower Yusuuke Oota (see photo, the person on the right), who has been  
hand-making black tea for over a decade. Recently, Hizen Black produced by Oota san is a blend of green tea  
varieties Benifuki, Fuji Kaori and Saemidori, which are oxidized and produced as black tea.  
Its unique light body, fresh aroma with a soft and floral finish is refreshing to many tea lovers.  
But his annual production is less than 20kg – he does not export this organic product.   Eds. 

                      Source: Steepster Blog : Direct from the Source: Japanese Teas 
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B-4.   DAY-1 OPENING CEREMONY 

At the Seminar’s Opening Ceremony, Mayor Taichiro Taniguchi of Ureshino 
City gave his welcoming messages: 

“I would like to welcome EAROPH members and all delegates to this beautiful 
City of Ureshino. 

Ureshino in Saga Prefecture is located at northwestern part of Kyusyu, which 
now has about 28 thousand inhabitants.  

The major local resources are tea plantation and processing, hot springs and Japanese style inn 
services, high quality ceramic and porcelain production, and agricultural industries. Japanese green 
tea, ceramic and porcelain products from the Ureshino region have a long history of export to many 
foreign countries through the shipping ports of Nagasaki. Hot springs – Ureshino Onsen – appeared 
as part of the ancient topography of Nihon Hizen Fudouki as early as the year 713. In addition, 
more than 30 hotels with hot springs – most of which are actually Japanese Style inns known as 
Ryokan – have collectively attracted more than 2 million visitors annually. 

The aim of EAROPH Regional Seminar is to exchange knowledge and experience on how to take 
advantage of local resources to sustainably enrich their human settlements. Ureshino has been 
vigorously involved in urban strategic developments, such as the Kukakuseiri (Land Readjustment) 
projects since 1942, with emphasis on local resources. One of these Kukakuseiri projects is now 
progressing around the new railway station of Shinkansen, to be in operation by 2022. In addition, 
the city administration of Ureshino is actively promoting “the Universal Design Program” with the 
objective of creating and sustaining pleasant daily life for the local community. 

I look forward to meeting you and engaging in discussion and learning about a diversity of rich 
regional experiences related to sustainable human settlements. I also hope all of you will spare 
some free time to enjoy the local scenic features, culture and hospitality during your stay in 
Ureshino.  

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, I now have the great pleasure of declaring this EAROPH 
Regional Seminar open.” 

B-5. DAY-1 KEYNOTE ADDRESS  
        On “The Formation of Cities and Regions Utilizing Local Resources”. 

By Dr Mitsuo MOROZUMI, Professor Emeritus,  
Kumamoto University 熊本大学  

Dr Mitsuo Morozumi delivered the keynote presentation on “The Formation of Cities and 
Regions utilizing the Local Resource”. He introduced Japan’s government policy on local 
vitalization, the development strategies of Kyushu Island and the policy of Kumamoto City’s 
continuing development. 

The abstract of his keynote paper is reproduced here verbatim for your information: 
“It is an essential task of regional planning and development to preserve and utilize unique regional 
resources. But the goals and approaches of such a task may vary when comparing developing 
countries that face rapid population growth, food problems, poverty or hygiene problems, and 
developed countries that face a decline birthrate and an aging population, environmental problems, 
and divides between rural and urban regions. The effort to preserve and utilize unique regional 
resources will also offer vital clues for solving such global issues and global issues as global 
warming, pollution, or energy requirements. 

This session discusses some of the major goals and approaches of planning in Japan that have 
focused on unique regional resources. It illustrates four plans and their strategies that are 
respectively proposed at four different levels of planning: 

1. The Basic Policy for Overcoming Population Decline and Vitalizing Local Economy in Japan 
2014, decided by the Prime Minister’s Office. 

2. The Regional Plan for the Kyushu Block 2015: A framework document, provided for asking 
public comments by the Kyushu Block Office of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, 
Transportation, and Tourism. 
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3. The Urban Planning Master Plan 2014 for the four hundred-year-old castle city of Kumamoto, 
decided by the city. 

4. The Downtown Revitalization Plan 2013 for the four hundred-year-old castle city of Kumamoto, 
decided by the city. 

In rural regions, there are many different unique regional resources left unutilized because of 
disadvantages they once faced, such as inaccessibility to metropolitan markets or the lack of 
market information, etc. The recent development of a high-speed transport network has reduced 
their distance barrier to the metropolitan market, and has facilitated contact with global markets. 
With the use of ICT, the rural communities, by closely communicating with potential customers in 
distant areas who are interested in their products or services that fully utilize their unique resources, 
will be able to find their own markets in the virtual community. Some regional resources that were 
lost in the market competition will have a chance to survive as valuable products by organizing a 
local network of producers and consumers. 

With the help of fresh ideas and broader views, and by discovering unique regional resources, 
converting them into products or services, spending time, energy, and extra money, and attaching 
rich stories and themes appealing to target markets, it will be possible to create new businesses 
with adequately sized markets for rural communities. 

Rural communities have abundant time, space and attractive natural environments that metropolitan 
communities have lost. The recent report on the increasing numbers of young people in 
metropolitan communities who wish to move to rural communities is encouraging for the vitalization 
of rural regions.” 

B-6. DAY-1 PANEL DISCUSSION, FOLLOWING THE KEYNOTE 
ADDRESS  
by Dr Mitsuo Morozumi, Professor Emeritus, Kumamoto University, Kyushu, Japan 

The Panellists were as listed below, under the coordination of Dr Hirohide Konami:  

! Ureshino Mayor Taichiro Taniguchi, Japan 
! Architect Kiyonori Miisyo, Japan 
! Ms Donnell Davis, Founder of Envirobusiness, Australia, EAROPH-Australia  

Hon. Secretary, 
! Professor Yuka Himeno, Japan and  
! Mdm Norliza Hashim, Malaysia, Planning Consultant, Past President of  

Malaysian Institute of Planners, EAROPH International Secretary General. 

Panellists put forward their viewpoints as briefly stated below: 
! Mayor Taichiro Taniguchi 

The Mayor described how local resources had benefited Ureshino. 
! Architect Kiyonori Miisyo 

He introduced his eco reconstruction planning of damaged areas suffered by big 
earthquakes, tsunamis and floods. 

! Ms Donnell Davis 
She presented some brief examples concerning the difficulties in securing financing  
anti-disaster infrastructure.  
(See her interesting paper on “Climate Sensitive Infrastructure” she presented at this 
EAROPH Regional Seminar, reproduced under B-12 on pages 13-16.   eds) 

! Professor Yuka Himeno 
Prof. Himeno showed the importance of awareness of local resources, such as  
the man-made as well as natural scenery that are attractive to visitors and hence  
of benefit to the local economy. 
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! Mdm Norliza Hashim  
She pointed out that the lack of relevant policy has prevented a fair distribution of 
adequate finance and technology to local governments attempting to maintain  
the well being of their natural resources. 

B-7. EVENING WELCOME RECEPTION 
In the evening, participants were taken to the Wataya Besso 和多屋  別莊  Ryokan 旅館 for the 
Welcome Reception. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Wataya Besso 和多屋  別莊 has a beautiful setting (photo on the left above) that pampered the 
participants, especially when the local dancing team presented their traditional musical and dance 
performance. After that, participants were invited to take photos with them (right photo above).  
 

 

 

                                                                                           

 

 

 

                                                                              
 

Later, a local Girls’ High School drummers came on with their thrilling performance, which kept 
the EAROPH participants spellbound. 

B-8. DAY-2 EAROPH 48th EXCUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  
held at the Fukujyu Rome in Taisho-Ya Hotel, Ureshino on 2nd June 2015 
commencing at 9.00am. 

While the concurrent sessions of the Seminar were proceeding, the 2015 EAROPH 48th 
Executive Committee Meeting was also proceeding, but held in the Fukujyu Room at the  
Taisho-Ya 大正屋  Hotel. 

As EAROPH President Hermanto Dardak had to return to Indonesia, because of urgent 
Government matters, the 48th ExCo Meeting in Ureshino was chaired by EAROPH Honorary 
President, Prof. PARK Soo Yong, assisted by Secretary General Norliza Hashim. See two photos 
on next page. 
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• Condolences 
At the beginning of the meeting, EAROPH-Japan reported that Honorary President Dr Hiroshi 
Takebayashi passed away in 2014. At the direction of the chair, the meeting observed a 
minute’s silence for the late Takebayashi san that was known to many EAROPH members 
who visited Japan especially during the 1980s and 1990s. 

• Members of EAROPH ExCo for 2014-2016 
The ExCo Meeting confirmed that the following representatives were members of the 
EAROPH ExCo for 2014-2016:  
(NOTE: If any National Chapters have changes to their ExCo membership, please send the 
details to the Editors of this eBulletin for updating.) 
o EAROPH President:  Dr Hermanto Dardak (2014-2016 Indonesia) 
o Secretary General:  Mdm Norliza Hashim (2010-2014 and 2014-2018) 
o Hon. Treasurer:  Dato’ Seri Arpah B. Abdul Razak (2014-May 2015) 
o Honorary Presidents: All those have been elected. 
o EAROPH-Australia National Chapter: (updated based on its AGM in May 2015) 

! Dr Jane Stanley (EAROPH Vice President 2015-16) 
! Mr Dennis Ingemann (EAROPH-Australia Public Officer, 2015-16) 
! Ms Donnell Davis (EAROPH-Australia Hon. Secretary, 2015-16) 

o EAROPH-Japan National Chapter: 
! Mr Takashi Yajima (EAROPH Vice President 2014-16) 
! Dr Takayuki Hara 
! Dr Hirohide Konami 

o EAROPH-Philippines National Chapter: 
! Arc. Edric Marco C. Florentino (EAROPH Vice President 2014-16) 
! Arc. Carlo fundador B. Marudo 
! Arc. Yolanda D. Reyes 

o EAROPH-Korea National Chapter: 
! Dr Jae Ik Kim (Vice President 2014-16) 
! Dr Jeong Ho Moon 
! Dr Miseon Park 
! Prof Kyung Soo Lim 
! Prof Joon Hyung Kim 

o EAROPH-Malaysia National Chapter: 
! Tan Sri Datuk Eddy Chen Lok Looi (EAROPH Vice President 2014-16) 
! Arc S. Tirilogachandran 
! Mr Nazri Nordin 

o EAROPH-Indonesia National Chapter: 
! Mr Bernardus Djonoputro (EAROPH Vice President 2014-16) 
! Arc Pingki Pangustu 
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! Dr Lana Winayanti 
! Mrs Vera Revinasari 
! Mr Kamal Kusmamntoro 
! Mr Raka Suryandaru 
! Ms Lina Marlia 
! Ms Nurahma Tresani 
! Ms Sitini Utoro 
! Mr Dani Matazin. 

• Some key matters discussed 
The key matters reported here are: 

o EAROPH Constitution to be revised at the EAROPH Council Meeting in 2016. 
o In the revision of the Constitution, Life Membership shall be abolished, and Annual 

Membership Subscription of all classes shall be increased. 
o ExCo Members from each National Chapter to be reduced to 4 as of 2016 Council and 

ExCo Meetings. 
o As members’ call to recruit young members, National Chapters should start the ball rolling. 

Bernardus Djonoputro, President of EAROPH-Indonesia, has initiated this and he looks 
forward to increasing the EAROPH membership in Indonesia. 

o Likewise, all other National Chapters shall increase their activity programs and promote 
membership development in addition to efforts made by the EAROPH International 
Secretariat and EAROPH-Indonesia. (At the time of this eBulletin being written, Dr Jane 
Stanley and Dennis Ingemann are in Denmark to strengthen the relationship with IFHP. 
Donnell Davies, the Hon. Secretary of EAROPH-Australia is also strengthening the 
working relationship with UN Habitat in Fukuoka and the Commonwealth Human Ecology 
Council. EAROPH International Secretariat should give them all the necessary support.) 
(NOTE: Thanks to Donnell Davis, Hon. Secretary of EAROPH-Australia, who has 
highlighted EAROPH-Korea’s wonderful Chapter Report to the EAROPH ExCo Meeting 
at Ureshino. In this Report, we are impressed by a full year of fantastic national and 
international programs of activities, which increased the sustainability of Korea’s Human 
Settlements. We extend heartiest congratulations to all our Korean friends at the EAROPH-
Korea in Seoul. Please read this Report under B-11 on page 10-12.) 

o EAROPH’s website should be upgraded to improve communication with members, 
especially potential members. EAROPH-Australia has requested EAROPH International 
Secretariat to upload the National Chapter’s eBulletin onto its website. Executive Secretary 
Vincent Patrick has agreed to do so. 

B-9. ADDITIONAL REPORT ON MATTERS DISCUSSED IN THE  
EAROPH 48th EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT 
URESHINO 

The Report inserted here by the editors is compiled from notes taken by Donnell Davis for 
EAROPH-Australia: 
a) The Chair 

Honorary President PARK Soo Young chaired the Meeting. He read the welcome speech of 
President Dr Hermanto Dardak (Indonesia), which covered four main points for EAROPH 
officials and Member Countries to consider and act: 
1. Membership drive; 
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2. Subject experts in member countries; 
3. Young Professional Summit; and 
4. Change of Hon. Treasurer (ended in May 2015) before the next Council Meeting to be 

held in 2016. 
b) SAM (Systemic Asset Management) 

• All agree that ISO 55000 is too narrow; it does not address Natural Capital, Community 
Needs, multiple purposes, or multiple social benefits. 

• KC Leong will rewrite his book in the form of a Guide Book for Infrastructure 
Development and Management. He will work on it with Dr Jane Stanley and will 
include Case Studies from various member Countries in the EAROPH Region. 

• Bernardus Djonoputro, President of EAROPH-Indonesia is scheduled to attend the 
APEC Meeting in Melbourne from 8 August 2015, so he will meet ExCo members of 
EAROPH-Australia, especially KC Leong, some time between 8 to 11 August to discuss 
the Guide Book and other important matters. 

• Many in the ExCo Meeting are finding the title SAM confusing as the term “assets” has 
been used in the financial sector for “financial assets”. They hope KC can sort this out 
for Infrastructure Management. Bernardus will discuss this with KC. 

• Bernardus will also have discussions with KC about training courses using the Guide 
Book, under arrangements with EAROPH. (See Report from page 16.) There are other 
matters which he would like to discuss with KC and other members at that special 
meeting. 

c) Rewriting the EAROPH Constitution 
The previous Honorary Treasurer completed her service in May 2014, but the Constitution 
has no provision for the new Treasurer to fill the role at mid-term. The 2016 Coucil 
Meeting shall authorize a Task Force to rewrite the Constitution. 

d) Financial Matters 
Check Auditors’ Report which will be distributed by the Secretary General. However, 
EAROPH-Indonesia has outstanding membership and training program collections. 
Secretary General shall discuss with National Chapters and will advise the EAROPH 
Council at its next meeting in 2016. 

e) Strengthening EAROPH’s relationships with international organizations 

• Most international organizations are focusing their activies in the EU Region. 
• As ICLEI is becoming strong in the Asian region, EAROPH SecGen recently attended 

meetings with them. ICLEI is scheduled to meet in Melaka, Malaysia in 2016. 
• The SecGen also attended the 25th Governing Council Meeting at Nairobi so as to 

strengthen EAROPH’s working relationship with the UN. 
• UN Habitat III Prep Com 2 appears to focus on Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 

11, which is “Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable”. EAROPH should study at least “the Review of the SDGs: the Science 
Perspective” by ICSU of Paris so that EAROPH can respond appropriately at Habitat III. 

• WUF 9 will be held in Kuala Lumpur in 2018. 
• EAROPH will chair the Habit Professional Forum 10 (HPF 10) on: 
o National Urban Policy 
o Municipal Financial Systems. 
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f) IFHP 
Honorary President Khairiah Talha is the representative attending IFHP meetings.  
EAROPH-Australia’s Dr Jane Stanley and Dennis Ingemann are now in Denmark meeting 
with IFHP to explore how EAROPH can strengthen its relationship with its Mother 
Organization from 1954–1980. They will report back to EAROPH-Australia as well as 
EAROPH International. 

g) EAROPH Initiatives 
1. Young Professional Awards; 
2. President’s Award – practical not just academic; and 
3. Sponship. 

h) Habitat Day (beginning) and Cities Day (ending) 

• Why can’t Australia celebrate these? 
• National Habitat Scroll of Honour or EAROPH Scroll of Honour? 

i) Structural Changes 

• Decision making processes and hierarchy to be carried out at National Chapter level in 
EAROPH. 

• Voice of each National Chapter within EAROPH should be heard. 
• These processes and the hierarchy need clearer wording. 
• The proposal for portfolio seats and the hierarchy should be expressed more simply, but 

should not be too scant. 
• A full paper should be prepared and be circulated to reach the EAROPH Council for 

consultation and its final form should be considered and approved by the Council. 

j) The Current EAROPH Constitution 
Among other anomalies, the Honorary Treasurer cannot be succeeded in mid-term; the 
Council shall appoint a Task Force at its meeting in 2016 to draft a new Constitution for 
refining by all National Chapters, submission to the Council for consideration, final 
approval and adoption under the national law where the EAROPH Secretariat resides. 

k) Membership Fees and Annual Subscriptions 
These under By-Laws 11 need scrutiny against current cost of living. The Task Force 
appointed by the Council at its Meeting in 2016 shall study their rewording in consultation 
with the National Chapters, and thereafter the draft shall be submitted to the Council for 
consideration and approval by the Council for adoption under the Law of a Country where 
the EAROPH Secretariat resides. 

l) Signing of an MoU with the Commonwealth Human Ecology Council (CHEC) 
Documents and Agreement have been submitted to the EAROPH ExCo, which has 
considered and approved. Once the date of the Signing Ceremony is announced, the 
EAROPH Secretary General shall be instructed to act. 

m) Venue for the 2016 EAROPH Congress including the Council & ExCo Meetings 
The City of Kota Kinabalu in Sabah, East Malaysia has accepted to host the 2016 EAROPH 
Congress including the EAROPH Council and ExCo Meetings.  

At the Closing Ceremony of the 2015 EAROPH Regional Seminar at Ureshino, the 
EAROPH Flag would have handed over by the Mayor of Ureshino to the Mayor of Kota 
Kinabalu or his representative. 
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B-10. DAY-3 Tour of Porcelain Ateliers and  
Museum at Arita, west of Ureshino City 

Participants were delighted by the display of porcelain and 
ancient pottery that are so exquisite.  
They ended their EAROPH Regional Seminar and the tour  
fully impressed and with fond memories.  
See photo on the right. 

 
 

1

B-11  EAROPH-Korea National Chapter Report presented at the 48th 
EAROPH ExCo Meeting on 2 June 2015 at Ureshino 

EAROPH-Korea’s Secretariat is situated at the headquarters of Korean Research Institute of 
Human Settlement (KRIHS); the two organisations enjoy a close working relationship. 

1) General Activities during May 2014 to April 2015 

a. Signing MoU between EAROPH-Korea and Korea Housing Institute 
• EAROPH-Korea signed an MoU with Korea Housing Institute (KHI) at KHI’s 

Conference Room on 15 October 2014 in order to develop collaboration in the field 
of housing research. 

b. MoU Signing between EAROPH-Korea and Korea Research Institute of 
Housing 
• EAROPH-Korea signed an MoU with the Korea Research Institute of Housing 

Management (KRIHM) in Seoul on 1 April 2015 in order to foster research and joint 
activities in multifamily housing management field. 

2) International Collaboration (MoU between KRIHS and WWC) 

a. MoU Signing between KRIHS and WWC 
• KRIHS signed an MoU with Woodrow Wilson Center (WWC) at the Woodrow 

Wilson International Center, Washington DC, on 30 October 2014. 

• The key elements of the MoU are as follows: 

a) A focus on joint research and activities to foster climate change adaptation 
strategies and disaster prevention research and policy for urban area; 

b) An exchange of invitations to scholars for sharing experiences and knowledge 
on areas of mutual interests; and 

c) The building of partnerships to shape solutions to climate change and disaster 
prevention in the urban context by conducting joint research. 
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3) International Collaboration (Municipal Capacity Building Program 
through KRIHS and ADB, as well as WB) 

a. KRIHS–ADB Municipal Capacity Building Program for Public Officials 
• KRIHS and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) held a joint capacity building 

program as part of the MoU between KRIHS and the ADB from November 24 to 28, 
2014. 

• The Korean Municipalities shared accumulated experience and knowledge related 
to Korea’s urban development, urban transport, disaster prevention and water 
resources treatment with eight foreign officials from: Georgia, India, Kyrgyzstan, 
Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. 

b. KRIHS and the World Bank (WB) Urban Development and Municipal 
Capacity Building Program for Bhutan 

• The program was held from November 26 to December 2, 2014 for twelve 
Bhutanese government officials on 10th floor Conference Hall at KRIHS. The 
officials attended seminars related to Korea’s regional development, transportation, 
green infrastructure, urban forestry, water resource management, solid waste 
disposal and field trips. 

• The program served as an opportunity to raise awareness in projects by the World 
Bank (WB) South Asia Division and the KRIHS-GDPC and promote collaboration 
among the participants. 

4) International Collaboration (on Workshops) 

a. The 23rd Korea–Japan Construction Economy Workshop 
• The workshop was held on 4 December 2014 in Seoul, Korea. The event was a joint 

workshop with the Construction Economy Research Institute of Korea (CERIK) and 
the Research Institute of Construction and Economy (RICE) from Japan. 

• The mutual understanding of the current state of construction economy and policy 
context in Korea and Japan was improved through the whole session. Both 
institutes undertook to continue cooperation. 

b. Overseas Workshop on Vietnamese Construction Regulations 
• Participants explained the 2014 revision of the Vietnamese Construction Act and 

related policies and also discussed ways to promote development cooperation 
between Korea and Vietnam, mainly through Korea’s investment cooperation 
projects. (Hanoi, Vietnam on 6 September 2014.) 

c. KRIHS Territorial Planning and Policy Workshop for Indonesian 
Government Officials 
• “KRIHS Korean Territorial Planning and Policy Workshop for Indonesian 

Government Officials” was held at the Conference Room of the KRIHS on  
18 September 2014 in order to exchange information on the latest methodologies  
of spatial information analysis and to strengthen the global research network. 
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• Participations discussed Korea’s territorial development plans and policies from  

the 1960s and issues related to Indonesia’s land development. Through the 
presentation, it was explained that Korea’s territorial plans served as a growth 
engine for the rapid economic growth of the country from the 1960s to the 1980s 
and the territorial planning and policies were significant in resolving various social 
issues relating to urban expansion.  

5) International Collaboration (International Forum with Guangzhou, 
China) 

a. 2014 International Forum on Sustainable Urban Development in 
Guangzhou 
• Participations introduced respective urbanization processes and urban development 

practices and discussed current challenges. The event served as an opportunity to 
understand complications of urbanization and discuss ways to promote bilateral 
cooperation (Guangzhou, China on 9 November 2014). 

6) International Collaboration (Capacity Building Programs) 

a. KRIHS Capacity Building Program for Myanmar’s Government Officials 
• On 2–14 June 2014, KRIHS held a knowledge-sharing program with eight 

government officials from the Ministry of National Planning and Economic 
Development and Ministry of Construction, Myanmar. 

b. KRIHS Capacity Building Program for Vietnamese Land Information 
Digitization 
• KRIHS held two rounds of a capacity building program on Land Information 

digitization targeted for Vietnamese government officials: the first round for  
working-level officials on 25–29 August 2014, and the second round for  
high-ranking officials on 13–16 October 2014. 

c. Geospatial Information Policy and Planning Sharing Program 

• On 25 August to 5 September 2014, KRIHS held a two-week geospatial information 
policy program with fifteen officials from Bangladesh, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Sri Lanka and Uzbekistan, in order to improve those nations’ 
status in the field of geospatial information and to help Korean businesses to 
advance into the global market. 

 

 

End of Report 
Inserted by the Eds 

 



 13 

 

1

B-12. A paper on “Climate Sensitive Infrastructure” presented by Donnell 
Davis at the 2015 EAROPH Regional Seminar held in Ureshino City 

In the Asia-Pacific Region, one of our most important and urgent investments is in a 
community-need based infrastructure asset. However, our decision-making for long-term 
benefits from such expensive investments could be improved significantly.  To argue this case, I 
provide a risk framework and policy process to evaluate different phases that need serious 
consideration. The most pressing consideration for infrastructure investments in our region for 
the next decade is the three-pronged combination of rapid population increase, vulnerable cities 
and climate change.  

The factors that prepare the background include: 

• 67% of greenhouse gas exacerbating climate change comes directly from human actions 
in cities called “anthropogenic causes”, with 93% of greenhouse gases being absorbed is 
into the ocean, making seas hotter and more acidic. 

• More than half the world’s population lives in cities; expected to be 75% by 2050 
• Natural disasters become more extreme, with climate change inducing more typhoons, 

cyclones, unseasonal storms, drought, wild fires, and dust storms. 
• The creeping, incremental disasters include sea level rise, crop failures, changing 

vegetation, animal migration, diseases and desertification.  
• Cities during the past 50 years were designed for automobiles with architecture that relies 

on energy intensive air-conditioning or heating.   
• More people died in one heat wave in France in one day, than as a result of the terrorism 

act at Twin Towers in New York  (9/11) 
• Typhoon Haiyan displaced 14 million people and cost $US4 billion in the Philippines.   
• Fiduciary duty of care, where decisions being made on behalf of the community (by 

governments) must be transparent and justifiable. If a government does not prevent the 
unnecessary death of its people it is negligent and can be tried for wilful damage or wilful 
blindness or genocide in the Hague International Courts. 

• Professional ethics, where all EAROPH members follow a professional code of conduct 
to report the facts, make recommendations that are honourable, no matter what 
directions have been given from elsewhere.   

So this sets the scene for introducing “global pressure cooker cities” illustrated by the United 
Nations Habitat map with the raw data of population size shown as blue dots and the risks of 
climate change in a scale from pale (low risk) to red (dangerously high risk). This identifies 
natural hazards and city population but does not approach the argument about vulnerability. 
(See UN Habitat Map “A” on next page.) 

In considering vulnerability, the World Risk Report investigates many facets, which simplify into 4 
aspects when calculating risk of climate change on a regional and country basis.   

Those 4 aspects are: 

1. Exposure to natural hazards (mother nature is uncontrollable), 
2. Susceptibility relates to the prospects for harm of the population (measured by deaths 

and property damage), 
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UN Habitat Map “A” shows many cities are affected by climate change 

Risk Map 

UN Map showing scenario of sea level rise in Asia and the west Pacific region. 

2

3. Coping relates to the social systems that provided preventative and recovery support 
which involves social cohesiveness (social capital), and 

4. Adaptation, which relates to the capacity of the government to put in place systems, 
regulations, policies, procedures, intangible and physical infrastructure, and legislation to 
address extreme events and incremental impacts.   

 

 

 

As a result of deeper calculation of such vulnerability, the UN Habitat Map “A” above looks very 
different. It shows the highest risks in pink, which congregate around Asia and Africa.  Although 
cities from this map looked dismal, the vulnerability is lessened because of the capacity to 
respond in an organised way to climate change events. The cases in point are Australian Cities.  
Even though those cities are in high risk of Mother Nature’s wrath, the ratings are low because 
there are systems in place to prepare and respond to disasters.  

One such case was when cyclone Yasi impacted 75% of Queensland, especially coastal cities 
and towns, where the property damage was significant and many tourist destinations were 
demolished.  It was one of surprise. Nobody died. In fact, four babies were born during the 
cyclone and the report to the United Nations acknowledged it as the only disaster with a net 
population increase.  Australia was congratulated on its warning system, evacuation plans, 
resident preparation, and disaster recovery mechanisms.  

This story explains also why Australia is coloured green in the Risk Map on next page, where 
other countries in the Asia Pacific region are bright pink. (cited: World Risk Report UNU)  

This world risk report is the basis for funding decisions by the World Bank, Asia Development 
Bank and other urban infrastructure project investors. Therefore, when planning your 
infrastructure, you could determine your own risks under the 4 aspects previously described, as 
a preliminary argument for external funders.   
 

UN Habitat Map “A” shows many cities are affected by climate change 
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This leads into the image where the scenario of sea level rise over Asia is illustrated. The 
landmasses that remain are coloured in brown or green, while areas inundated by seawater are 
the light blue. The deeper ocean remains in dark blue.  If this is the future scenario then why 
should we invest in expensive infrastructure if it may last only 20 to 50 years? 

 

 

World Risk Map from World Risk Report UNU 
 

Sea Level Rise scenario over Asia and the West Pacific Region from UNFCCC 2014 
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2. SPECIAL MEETING  
between Bernardus Djonoputro, President of EAROPH-Indonesia and  
Dr Jane Stanley, President of EAROPH-Australia and some members of 
EAROPH-Australia Executive Committee in Melbourne, August 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EAROPH-Australia ExCo members meeting with Bernardus Djonoputro, President of  
EAROPH-Indonesia at Sofitel, Melbourne on 11 August 2015. 
From left: Bernardus Djonoputros, Donnell Davis, Jane Stanley, Anthony Kent and KC Leong 

4

 
If it is essential infrastructure for humans to be resilient to future existential threats, then 
investment above the inundation mark should be considered elsewhere. Any investment made 
for essential infrastructure would be wasted and not prudent if it was to have a limited life due to 
sea level rise.  (Cited: UNFCCC 2014)  

How do we know that we are making effective decisions? A climate policy in practice cycle 
demonstrates the steps to help make sensible decisions about implementing changes to the way 
governments and businesses invest in infrastructure.  Eight policy-cycle phases mean each of 
these steps needs to be funded, sequentially and simultaneously, in order to realize the most 
beneficial way forward. (Cited: CSC: 2013)  

More information will be provided in the EAROPH inclusive Infrastructure investment guidebook. 

 
Paper inserted by the Eds. 
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A. Date 
Tuesday, 11 August 2015, 12.00 noon to 3.00pm. 

B. Venue 

Sofitel Hotel lobby lounge, top end of Collins Street, Melbourne. 

C. Present at the Lunch Meeting 

As shown in the photo on previous page –  
Seated from left:  Bernardus (Bernie) Djonoputro, EAROPH-Indonesia President (Jakarta), 

who attended the 2015 EAROPH ExCo Meeting at Ureshino, Japan. 
 Donnell Davis, EAROPH-Australia Honorary Secretary (Brisbane), who 

also attended the 2015 EAROPH ExCo Meeting. 

 Anthony Kent, EAROPH-Australia ExCo Member (Melbourne). 
Standing from left: Jane Stanley, EAROPH-Australia President (Colac, Victoria). 

 KC Leong, EAROPH-Australia Director of Membership, Co-editor of 
eBulletin and Honorary President of EAROPH International (Melbourne). 

D. Key Matters Discussed: 

D-1:    Infrastructure Development and Management 
Bernie points out that: 

• Planning aspects must cover the development and management of infrastructure, 
as they affect the social, economic and the environmental wellbeing of a human 
settlement. 

• Most coastal people in Java, especially in the mega city of Jakarta, are very poor. 
Lower socio-economic groups need infrastructure to make life easier for them and 
give them a chance of getting out of poverty. 

• In recent years there are some 17 newly reclaimed islands in Indonesia, but they 
do not help the poor. 

• The poor communities are becoming more vulnerable, especially when faced with 
natural disasters. 

• Jakarta is suffering from severe flooding all the time. However the local 
inhabitants, including the poor, know how, where, when and why they occur; so 
they should be given the chance to participate in the planning process. 

• Policy planners in Indonesia are moving away from textbook models of planning. 
They need to work with the people and be pragmatic in their approach. 

Points discussed: 

• State clearly what is a good point to start. 
• Some perceive that the politicians carry out planning to suit their political needs. 

In the case of infrastructure development, politicians tend to favour developers for 
narrow gains, which may result in very little social benefit to the people. 

• Even in Australia, politicians tend to favour new infrastructure developments. The 
bigger the projects the better, so as to involve the big corporates, despite the many 
organizations that have been set up to monitor and scrutinize such developments. 
Politicians love cutting ribbons upon project completion, but, in reality, care little 



 18 

about whether new infrastructure will bring benefits to the people. This is 
unfortunate, as the public funds these developments, and yet the people have little 
involvement. 

• At the recent EAROPH ExCo Meeting held in Ureshino on 2 June 2015, some 
suggested that developing countries in the EAROPH Region should avoid 
imprudent infrastructure development practices that wastes public funds. There 
were further calls for EAROPH to provide a Guide Book for Infrastructure 
Development and Management to support Sustainable Human Settlements, 
especially in the EAROPH Region’s developing countries.  

D-2:    Infrastructure Systemic Asset Management (SAM) 
Points Discussed: 

• At the recent EAROPH ExCo Meeting at Ureshino, questions were raised that the 
term used by EAROPH and in particular in KC’s book, such as “ASSET’, was 
rather confusing, as accountants, economists, financial managers, the business 
community, the Ministry of Finance and the Department of Treasury have been 
using “ASSET” to mean financial assets. They also find the terms “SAM” and 
“SYSTEMIC” perplexing as it has been widely used to mean Strategic Asset 
Management, and the word “Systemic” only adds to the complexity of 
terminology. In drawing up the Guide Book, they hope better terms would be used 
to denote the development and management of infrastructure. 

• KC explains that Asset Management has been used to refer to Infrastructure for a 
long time. Infrastructure items are mostly public investments. As long as these 
investments give appropriate benefits to the community for which they were 
designed and developed, they are called ASSETS. If not, they become public 
LIABILITIES. Even when properly designed and developed, if they are not 
properly maintained and managed, they can deteriorate rapidly. They can also 
become LIABILITIES in terms of public costs. Even worse, they can cause serious 
injuries to the public, even to the extent of fatal accidents. In the cases of financial 
ASSETS, they can generate profits and growth of wealth, but they can also quickly 
turn into financial LIABILITIES. Investors must prevent this happening through 
sound investment policies and management. However, when they can’t they must 
get rid of them fast to cut losses.  

• KC insists that he and other infrastructure management consultants will continue 
to use the term “ASSETS”. However, he will apply the term “Physical or 
Infrastructure Assets” to denote Infrastructure Investments, so that they are not 
being confused with “Financial Investment Assets”. 

• With regard to the term used in “Systemic Asset Management” all “physical or 
infrastructure assets” are systems starting from a simple item, such as the “fax 
machine” to a highly complex item such as a “water supply system”. Whether 
simple or complex, they are made up of many components or complex sets of 
systems of components. Not all components require regular maintenance and 
replacements, and one must know what, when, how and where to effectively 
maintain them. In the case of complex systems, one system, such as drainage, can 
affect the wellbeing of a road system. In another case, irrigation systems can 
improve agricultural yields. However, if irrigation is poorly managed, it can cause 
salinity levels in the soil to rise, which in turn will damage agriculture. In another 
situation, infrastructure investments must bring benefits to the community. If 
inadequately planned and inappropriately executed, it will harm the community. 
Consequently, infrastructure asset management must be “systemic asset 
management”. Until one has covered the systemic process thoroughly, one cannot 
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adequately proceed to “strategic asset management”. Indeed one has a choice, but 
unless one is well versed with all the choices available, it would be foolish to jump 
to the strategic phase. So when we use the term SAM, we must know what it is 
involved and what results we will be expecting.  

• The Guide Book for Infrastructure Asset Management will give clear terminology 
of terms used. We will not simply get rid of them, as they are vitally important to 
the proper development and management of infrastructure for a human 
settlement’s sustainability. 

D-3:    No Infrastructure no Urbanization 
Points Discussed: 

• This is true. The world’s first urban civilization founded in the ancient city-state of 
Uruk in Mesopotamia’s delta region of Sumer during the 4th Millennium BC 
because these inhabitants had developed the infrastructure they needed. 

• However, it was also due to the poor expansion and mismanagement of this same 
infrastructure that destroyed this urban civilization in this region during the ancient 
time.  

• KC says he will discuss the importance of infrastructure in the Guide Book. He 
will also discuss the dire consequence of developing public infrastructure for the 
corporate sector’s financial gains at the expense of the communities’ imperative 
needs.  

D-4:    ISO 55000 
Points Discussed: 

• The meeting agrees with the EAROPH ExCo Meeting’s finding at Ureshino that 
“ISO 55000 is too narrow; it does not address Natural Capital, Community Needs, 
multiple purposes, or multiple social and environmental benefits”.  

• KC says that because an EU organization was using Oil Platforms in the Ocean as 
examples of using ISO 55000 that he decided to move away from their working 
sessions involving global participation. 

D-5:    Cases Study for the Guide Book 
Points Discussed: 

• Jane Stanley says that she has been working positively with KC and she has 
developed a timeline for KC to draft the Guide Book and the development and 
delivery of the courses on Infrastructure Development and Management once the 
Guide Book has been launched during the UN Habitat III at Quito, Ecuador in 
September 2016. 

• Bernardus will work with Jane, Donnell and Anthony to get the Case Studies from 
developing, as well as, developed countries in the EAROPH Region for KC.  

• Donnell says that in discussing the history of infrastructure, it should also include 
natural infrastructure as discribed by the Australian Indigenous People in their 
dreamtime history of 40,000 years.  

• Jane also suggested the inclusion of Community Markets that provide food and 
trades, popular in the Pacific Island nations. Many cities in the EAROPH Region 
have vitalized their local markets, such as those in Adelaide and Melbourne in 
Australia, Tokyo in Japan, Hanoi in Vietnam, for examples. (See EAROPH-
Australia’s Website for the two articles presented in the April 2015 issue of 
eBulletin, www.earophaustralia.com.  
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• KC says that he has been very impressed by many far-sighted Indonesian Mayors 
whose pragmatic policies and practices as reported in the ealier issues of this 
eBulletin will proved interesting cases studies for the Guide Book. With 
Bernardus’ help, KC will contact these Indonesian Mayors. 

• Jane said that Prof Dr Amareswar Galla from Brisbane has for many years 
working in Hoi An , Vietnam. He is currently in India working on a national 
heritage trail, and he has just moved his permanent work base back to Australia. 
However, he maintains his working relationship with the Vietnamese Government 
and returns there annually to conduct study tours. He is keen to join EAROPH. He 
can produce Case Studies based on his extensive past work in Hoi An, which he 
can update through his current contacts for the Guide Book. KC said he met Dr 
Amareswar Galla back in early 2011 in Brisbane, and he welcomes him to join this 
working group. 

• Donnell said she will also get support from EAROPH-Korea, especially KRIHS as 
well as members in Hong Kong who are getting the involvement of young 
members. Through the signing of MoU with the Commonwealth Human Ecology 
Council (CHEC), she will try reviving the participation from India. EAROPH 
International Secretariat should endeavour to get China involved, with assistance 
from KC and other officials of EAROPH National Chapters with China expertise. 

• Anthony Kent is likely to be working in Jakarta again. He will help the team to 
source Case Studies and coordinate them for the Guide Book. When he settles 
there, he will work with Bernardus Djonoputro to contact the Mayors. 

• As KC has been regulaly saying, financial management of infrasstructure is part of 
the systemic management of physical asset operation, maintenance and total 
management. He explained that the involvement of accountants, not just 
economists, are imperitive to the success of infrastructure asset management. He 
therefore asserts that public accountant experts such as Kerry McGovern, who is 
the Immediate Past President of EAROPH-Australia, are an essential part of the 
multi-discinlinary team for infrastructure. All these are discussed and provided for 
in the Guide Book that this EAROPH team is working on.  

D-6:    Rotating EAROPH International Secretariat to another Member Country 
Bernardus Djonoputro raised his concern that at the 2015 EAROPH ExCo Meeting at 
Ureshino a number of issues about the EAROPH International Secretariat were 
discussed. They were about: 

• The organization’s finance depend on the host government’s modest annual grant 
and income from membership fees and annual subscriptions plus occasional 
contributions from the country hosting an EAROPH Congress. Many hosting 
countries were unable to make contributions to EAROPH if they do not make a 
profit from the Congress registration fees. The 2014 EAROPH Congress held in 
Jakarta was exceptional as the Organizing Committee in Jakarta was able to make 
a reasonable profit hence they will be contributing financially to EAROPH 
International soon. 

• Having conducted the training courses for some agencies, which included holding 
annual events, EAROPH was having difficulties in collecting the fees due during 
the early part of 2000s. 

• Consequently, EAROPH International had to write off some long standing bad 
debts as reported in the audited accounts at the ExCo Meeting. 

• The Ministry of Housing and Local Government, which provides the annual grant, 
appoints the Ministry’s Secretary General as EAROPH’s Honorary Treasurer. 
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When the previous Secretary General of the Ministry completed her post, the new 
Secretary General in the Ministry could not fill the EAROPH Treasurer post until 
the election, which is to be held only during a Council Meeting of the 2016 
Congress. Consequently, EAROPH’s Constitution should be amended. 

• In view of this, the ExCo Meeting suggested that the Life Membership should be 
abolished so that EAROPH could get annual subscriptions from all members. In 
addition, it was also suggested that membership fees and annual subscriptions 
should be increased to reflect the current cost of living. All this should be in the 
new Constitution for Council’s approval. 

Bernardus Djonoputros therefore raised the following questions at this special meeting: 
a) When did this EAROPH International Secretariat in Kuala Lumpur start? 
b) How many EAROPH Secretary Generals have served? 
c) When will the current EAROPH Secretary General office end? 
d) As the current host government has been giving a lot to EAROPH, can the 

Secretariat be changed to another host country? 
e) If it could be changed, what would be the correct procedure, ensuring a smooth 

transition? 
f) What would be expected from the host country that would take over? 

Points Discussed: 
a) In 1978, as instructed by IFHP Secretary General Jon Leons EAROPH Past 

President Minister Ong Kee Hui and KC Leong led a Malaysian delegation, armed 
with an approval of the PM and a Cabinet White Paper, to Delhi and won the 
election for the Secretary General post to be filled by KC. So the EAROPH 
Secretariat was moved from Delhi to Kuala Lumpur. In early 1980, the EAROPH 
Secretariat began to receive an annual grant for the operation of the Secretariat. By 
this year, EAROPH Secretariat has been operating in Kuala Lumpur for more than 
36 years. 

b) By 2010, each of the 4 Malaysians have served 2 x 4-year terms on a voluntary 
basis. The 4 Secretary Generals from Malaysia were: 

1978-1986: KC Leong 
1986-1994: Dato Prof. Ruslan Khalid (dec’d) 
1994-2002: John Koh 
2002-2010: Mdm Khairiah Talha 

c) As from early 2000s, the Ministry also provides free office space to accommodate 
the EAROPH International Secretariat. 

d) Mdm Norliza Hashim was elected to the post of Secretary General on 31 October 
2010 at the EAROPH Council Meeting during the EAROPH Golden Jubilee 
Congress held in Adelaide, Australia. Her 2 x 4-year terms will end at the Council 
Meeting in the 2018 EAROPH Congress—over 3 years from now. 

e) Just as the EAROPH Secretariat was moved from Delhi, India to Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, it can be relocated to another country within the EAROPH Region, 
provided that that country will host the Secretariat with an annual grant to fund its 
operation and provide the manpower to carry out its functions as stated in the 
Constitution. EAROPH is a regional Non Governmental Organization (NGO) set 
up by its members from the EAROPH Region. By 2018, Malaysia would have 
done its fair share in hosting EAROPH International’s Secretariat for 40 long 
years. It needs a break and should be pleased to let another country to take over.  
It is expected that a new host country would enthusiastically take on the task of 
lifting EAROPH to new heights. 
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f) Countries wishing to host the EAROPH Secretariat should submit their intention 
with details of funding and manpower to the EAROPH Council at its next meeting 
during the EAROPH Congress in 2016, which will be held in Kota Kinabalu, in 
the State of Sabah, East Malaysia. If the Council approves a country’s submission, 
it will allow a 2-year period for the new host country to take over. However, if the 
Council does not approve the submission, and there are no other countries bidding 
to host the Secretariat, the incumbent Secretary General will have 2 years to 
identify and train a suitable person to be elected as the new Secretary General for 
another 8 years from 2018.  

g) The new host country is expected to use its resources and bring growth and 
wellbeing of EAROPH. Our ambition is for EAROPH to continue to address 
regional challenges and to maintain its efforts to advance people’s livelihoods 
through improvements to planning and housing.  

h) However, Mdm Secretary General Norliza Hashim must be consulted first. Subject 
to her agreement, she should hold an ExCo meeting to obtain the consent of a 
majority of members. She should then write to all the National Chapters requesting 
them to submit their intentions to host the EAROPH International Secretariat with 
detailed proposals including official backing by their respective governments. It is 
suggested that Bernardus Djonoputros and Dr Jane Stanley as Presidents of their 
respective National Chapters of Indonesia and Australia shall jointly write to 
EAROPH SecGen Norliza Hashim and bring this matter to her attention. 

D-7:    Final Words on the Meeting 

• Follwing this meeting with Bernardus Djonoputro, KC has written to him to start 
the process of getting Case Studies.  

• This work is an exciting prospect for our team which will grow in size. This 
meeting was a great start for a vibramt EAROPH Human Settlement Program for 
2016. 

 

 

 

End of Report 
EAROPH-Australia bulletin Co-editors: KC Leong and Coralie Leong. kcleong7@gmail.com  


